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City official
raises flag on
Beacon Rock
Newport’s zoning officer
says he believes the
owner of the $8 million
estate on Newport Harbor
is illegally renting it for
commercial purposes.
By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

Jacqueline Marque ! Daily News staff photos

Laurence S. Cutler listens as Judy Goffman Cutler talks about Norman Rockwell’s studies for his painting ‘The Problem
We All Live With’ during a tour Friday at the National Museum of American Illustration in Newport. Below is Rockwell’s
‘Boy Graduate,’ a painting of his son for the cover of The Saturday Evening Post on June 6, 1959.

Feeling nostalgic?

Rockwell’s timeless works on display
By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

NEWPORT — The college graduate stands holding a degree against
a background of newspaper pages
with headlines about job woes,
nuclear fallout perils and denouncement of the U.S. by China. But the
headlines do not refer to today’s
high unemployment, fear of North
Korean missile tests or China’s concern about the value of its $1 trillion-plus reserves in U.S. dollars.
Norman Rockwell painted his
son, Tommy, and superimposed the
work over the newspapers to create
a cover for The Saturday Evening
Post of June 6, 1959.

Today, exactly 50 years later, is the
opening of the exhibition, “Norman
Rockwell: American Imagist,” at the
National Museum of American
Illustration inside Vernon Court at
492 Bellevue Ave. The museum
founder and owners, Laurence S.
Cutler and his wife, Judy Goffman
Cutler, say it is the first Rockwell
exhibition to be shown in Rhode
Island. There are more than 60 original paintings and studies from six
decades of the artist’s career, from
1916 through the 1960s.
“It’s the same headlines as today,”
said Laurence Cutler as he talked
about the life-sized portrait of the
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Providence proposes
licenses for bouncers
The city is one of several
across the country that
say the move would help
ease workloads for police.
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — A gang
member fresh out of prison
works the door of a Providence
nightclub. Officers in San Diego
arrest a bouncer accused of
beating and bloodying a drunken patron. In New York City, a
parolee hired to protect clubgoers sexually assaults and
kills one.
Most bouncers carry clean
records and do their jobs without incident, but many cities
say the bad apples are spoiling
the nightlife barrel. Providence
is the latest trying to license
bouncers, hoping to train them
better, ease police workloads
and erase their image as thugs
on a power trip.
“How can you have a violent
person being your security
guard to handle problems in
rational, calm way? You can’t,”
said Robert Smith, a San Diego
police detective and president
and CEO of Nightclub Security Consultants. “I don’t care if
you’re running the biggest

?
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Documentary charts
career of French sailor

‘I think of myself as
more of a negotiator
than a bouncer.’
ALVIN LIPSETT
dance club in the country. Better-trained people do a better
job.”
Under the ordinance, bouncers would be required to get a
license, complete a criminal
background check, and undergo training to recognize fake
IDs, avoid fights and block
drunken partiers from entering
clubs.
Some club owners and
bouncers are skeptical, saying
that cities should let owners
manage their own clubs and
that extra training for bouncers is an unnecessary expense.
“It’s all in the management
and how you want to run your
establishment,” said Brian Silva, general manager of the
Roxy Providence, who said he
supports background checks
but not city-mandated training.
“If you let punks in, you’re
going to have to deal with
them.”
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BEACON A8

NEWPORT INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

By James J. Gillis
Daily News staff

doorman at Lupo's Heartbreak
Hotel in Providence

By Kelsey Abbruzzese

After Alexandra “Ally” Nicole
Zapp, who was active in Newport’s sailing community, was
murdered in July 2002 at a rest
stop on Route 24 in Bridgewater,
Mass., her family and friends
established The ALLY Foundation in her memory.
For the past five years, the
foundation has held its annual
fundraiser at Beacon Rock, the
estate that overlooks Newport
Harbor’s Brenton Cove and is
owned by lawyer Brian F. Cunha.
The foundation plans to hold
its sixth annual fundraiser,
“Beacon Rocks for a Change,”
on Saturday, June 20, from 7-11
p.m. at the estate. It is asking
the City Council to approve during its meeting Wednesday
night a special event license for
the gala.
The city’s zoning officer, Guy
Weston, said Friday he will recommend that council members
deny the license. He believes
Cunha is illegally using Beacon
Rock, which is located in an
exclusive residential district,
for commercial purposes by
renting it out for private functions and short-term events.
“I have great concerns that
this property is not being used
properly,” Weston said.
“I know weddings are held
there. If there is a connection
between the resident and the
party holding the wedding, it’s

not a big deal. I don’t think that
is always the case here.”
Asked why he believes Cunha rents the property, Weston
said the Web site, www.
beaconrocknewport.com, features a tab called “Rental Information.” It says: “Beacon Rock
is available for rental. Additional information and pricing
can be obtained by contacting
Brian Cunha.” Contact information follows.
Cunha said he has opened his
estate for charitable causes,
often at expense to himself, and
collected no rent for the events.
“I can rent out my house for
a month if I want to,” he said.
“It’s legal. I’ve done it twice
before and it helps pay my
$70,000 in property taxes.”
He said he is upset that Weston is advising the council to
block a charitable event that
does a lot of good for people.
“This really burns me,” Cunha said. “This is the sixth year
I’ve done it, and it’s never been
a problem.”
Constance Brown, chairwoman of the ALLY Foundation, wrote a letter to Weston
stating that Cunha’s donation
of his home is “completely philanthropic.”
“Mr. Cunha has donated his
time, efforts, money and home
to the foundation for the past
six years with complete generosity and graciousness of
spirit,” Brown wrote. “Mr. Cunha does not make any type of
profit on the event or anything
associated with it.”
The foundation’s mission is
to prevent opportunities for violent sex offenses, to educate the
public and to advocate for
changes in culture, attitude and
legal policy. It is launching a
new SAFEFORUS rest stop pro-

A middle-aged man faces a midlife crisis in ‘Quiet Chaos.’

COMING ATTRACTIONS
Some highlights from the
Newport International Film
Festival schedule for today
and Sunday:
TODAY
! ‘White On Rice,’ 1:15 p.m.,

Opera House 1. A comedy
about a man who leaves a
failing romance and moves
from Japan to live with his
sister in America.
! ‘The Lost Son of Havana,’
7:30 p.m., Jane Pickens
Theater and Event Center. A
late festival addition, the
documentary examines former
Red Sox star pitcher Luis
Tiant’s return home to Cuba for
the first time in 46 years. The
film is produced by Peter and
Bobby Farrelly. Tiant has been
invited to appear at the
screening, but had not
responded as of Thursday
night.

! ‘The End of the Line,’ 10:30

a.m., Opera House 2. Picture a
world without fish. This film
explores the potential collapse
of the fishing industry by
2050.
SUNDAY
! ‘58 Harrison Lane,’ 6 p.m.,

Jane Pickens. A look at the
Woodhall School in
Connecticut, which treats
teenage boys with behavioral
problems. Directed by
Sprague Theobald of Newport.
! ‘Quiet Chaos,’ 11 a.m., Opera
House 1. A middle-aged Italian
man faces a midlife crisis and
the struggle to raise his young
daughter after his wife’s death.
! ‘45635,’ 2 p.m., Salve
Regina University’s DiStefano
Lecture Hall. A look at months
in the life of a small Ohio city
through the lenses of two
native sons.

No shortage of Tarzans or James Bonds
Tarzan has been played by eight actors in the movies and on TV. The
Tarzans were Elmo Lincoln, Johnny Weismuller, Lex Barker, Ron Ely, Steve
Reeves, Jock Mahoney, Buster Crab and Christopher Lambert. Seven men
have played James Bond: Sean Connery, right, David Niven, George
Lazenby, Roger Moore, Timothy Dalton, Pierce Brosnan and Daniel Craig.

NEWPORT — For director
Pierre Marcel, his film “Tabarly”
is a way to pay homage to two of
his passions — filmmaking and
sailing.
Like the late record-setting
sailor Eric Tabarly, Marcel is from
France and is a dedicated sailor.
“To me he is a hero,” Marcel said.
“He is the greatest sailor in
France and all of Europe.”
The documentary screens Sunday at 7:30 p.m. at the Jane Pickens Theater and Event Center,
closing the 2009 Newport International Film Festival. Marcel
said he worked three years on the
movie and has been a competitive
sailor for 10 years.
“This is something I love very
much,” he said.
Tabarly was a familiar face in
Newport, and the movie features
the city in some segments. You
see him sailing the Pen Duick —
he sailed several boats of that
name — into Newport Harbor in
1964, winning what then was
called the Observer Singlehanded Transatlantic Race (OSTAR),
traveling from Plymouth, England, to Newport.
And in 1976, he is shown win-
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ning another solo race, ending in
Newport after being reported
missing for a few days during a
nasty storm. His Newport victories are just part of his storied
career as a quiet man but an
aggressive sailor. He continued
competing until his death. Tabarly died in 1998 at age 66, knocked
overboard by a gaff during a huge
ocean swell in a regatta off Scotland; his body was recovered five
weeks later by a fishing trawler
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Bouncers
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gram, which some of the gala
proceeds would fund.
“Our mission and efforts
would not be possible without
the financial support and donations of people like Mr. Cunha
and the attendees of our
event,” Brown wrote. She
described it as small, with
about 100 people usually
attending.
Besides the ALLY Foundation, organizations such as the
American Red Cross, the
Leukemia Society and the Rose
Island Foundation have used
Beacon Rock for fundraising
events, Cunha said.
“Every one of them has used
my home for free,” he said.
The ALLY Foundation has
raised $20,000 to $40,000 annually through the gala, he said.
“This is a great cause,” Cunha
said.
Weston warned Cunha in
June 2003 about offering weekly rentals, which are prohibited in the city. Cunha said he
removed the weekly rental ad
at that time and has made no
weekly rentals since then.
Councilwoman Kathryn E.
Leonard said Friday night that
she discussed the special event
license request with City Manager Edward F. Lavallee.
“If the owner is not getting
any money from the event, and
all the funding is going to an
organization that represents a
great cause, I don’t see how we
can deny it,” Leonard said.
She has received no recommendation from Weston, she
said.
Beacon Rock has an assessed
value of $8.06 million. Even if
property taxes do not increase,
Cunha’s tax bill in the coming
year would be about $72,400,
according to records in the city
assessor’s office. Cunha
acquired the property in 1996
at a foreclosure auction. The
estate formerly was owned by
Felix de Weldon, the famed
sculptor of the Marine Corps
War Memorial in Arlington,
Va., that depicts the raising of
the flag on Iwo Jima.
Cunha donated a smaller
scale plaster cast of the memorial to the city of Fall River,
Mass., which had it cast in
bronze and erected in a waterfront park. He initially offered
the cast to Newport, but city
officials said they did not want
it, he said.
“It just shows the negative
attitude you get in Newport
sometimes,” Cunha said.

Supporters of the Providence
City Council’s proposal say it
would professionalize the industry and make the job of police
easier by curbing violence that
can occur when bar patrons
empty into the streets after a
night of drinking.
Providence police said at least
35 bouncers have been implicated in on-the-job assaults in
the past five years, and that two
have been stabbed in the past
two months.
Officers also said they found
a gang member, a former leader
of the Almighty Latin Kings
Nation, recently released from
prison and working the door of
a club. They alerted the owner,
who said he didn’t know his
employee’s background, and the
bouncer was fired.
In New York City, after a
Boston woman was sexually
assaulted and killed after a night
of drinking in 2006, the city
required security guards to
undergo background checks,
training and registration.
Bouncer Darryl Littlejohn, a
parolee with a long criminal history, was convicted Wednesday
of murder in the death of 24year-old Imette St. Guillen.
In California, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger approved legislation in 2007 that requires jobspecific training for all security
workers in California, including
bouncers.
Smith started his consultant
company after arresting the San
Diego bouncer on a battery
charge and finding that training
requirements didn’t exist for
nightclub security. He has
worked with officials in Providence; Boulder, Colo.; and Washington, D.C., and will help write
the security guard training curriculum in California.
While other city officials have
praised Smith’s training, they
have chosen not to mandate the
process. Skip Coburn, executive
director of the D.C. Nightlife
Association, said that the city
has been successful with voluntary training sessions but that
their cost will likely keep them
from becoming mandatory.

Send reporter Sean Flynn
e-mail at
Flynn@NewportRI.com.

Sailor
Continued from A1
off the coast of Ireland.
Festival director Jennifer
Maizel said she is a fan of the
documen‘To me he is a tary.
Booking
hero. He is “Tabarly”
a way
the greatest is
for
the
film festisailor in
val
to
France
involve
the sailand all of
ing comEurope.
munity,
she said.
PIERRE MARCEL “That’s
not
a
director of ‘Tabarly’
group
we’ve had that much involvement with in the past,” she
said. “And there are some nice
shots of Newport, too.”
Tabarly is credited with
inspiring generations of
French sailors. Filmmaker
Marcel is one of them.
“He is someone I have great
admiration for,” he said. “He is
a hero.”
Send reporter James J. Gillis
e-mail at
Gillis@NewportRI.com.

CORRECTION
! Joseph A. Magliocco of 7
Mill Lane in Portsmouth is a
candidate for re-election to
the Water and Fire District’s
administrative board in
Wednesday’s election.
Magliocco, an incumbent, is
one of four candidates for two
tax assessor seats. His name
was omitted from a story in
Thursday’s Daily News.
The Newport Daily News
seeks to be fair and accurate
in reporting the news. If you
believe we have published an
error, please let us know. Call
the city editor at 849-3300,
Ext. 254, send an e-mail to
CityDesk@NewportRI.com or
write us at 101 Malbone Road,
Newport, RI 02840.

Jacqueline Marque ! Daily News staff photos

Laurence and Judy Cutler welcome visitors to the National Museum of American Illustration on Friday in Newport. The musuem is located inside Vernon Court on Bellevue Avenue.

Nostalgic
Continued from A1
bewildered yet optimistic “Boy
Graduate” used for the magazine cover. College graduates of
today find themselves in a similar dilemma, trying to find
careers in a tight job market
amid concerns that international affairs could hurt the global
economy.
The first show of the Rockwell exhibition was last fall at
the Naples Museum of Art in
Naples, Fla., where it broke all
the museum’s attendance
records, Cutler said.
“With everything that is
going on with the economy and
the wars, people want more nostalgia,” he said, talking about
Rockwell’s popularity, which
seems to increase with the
years. His painting “Breaking
Home Ties” sold for $15.4 million at a 2006 Sotheby’s auction,
a painting that sold for $600 in
1960.
“They are looking for the
warm and cozy feelings we
don’t have anymore,” Judy Cutler said. “Norman Rockwell can
evoke positive and optimistic
feelings with a painting.”
Visitors to the museum will
be familiar with many of the
paintings through illustrations,
but there are masterpieces that
have not been seen very often.
One of the paintings, “Young
Valedictorian,” has never been
exhibited or published before,
Laurence Cutler said.
“It’s a secret Rockwell,” he
said. “Judy convinced the collector to lend it to us.”
The girl stands in light and
the work originally was conceived as a General Electric ad
for light bulbs. The original
owner of the 1928 painting used
to work for the company and
hired Rockwell to do GE ads,
Judy Cutler said.
“It’s amazing the amount of
work he put into this painting
that was not used,” she said.
Rockwell gave the man the
painting, she said.
“People have seen the paintings, but they don’t know the

Norman Rockwell works hanging at the museum are, from
left, Christmas — Knight Looking in Stained Glass Window,’
‘Volunteer Fireman’ and ‘Boy Graduate.’

TO GO
What: ‘Norman Rockwell:
American Imagist.’
Where: National Museum of
American Illustration,
Vernon Court, 492 Bellevue
Ave., Newport.
When: Today through Aug.
31, Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. and Sundays, 11 a.m.-4
p.m. Guided tours take
place Fridays at 2 p.m. No
reservations required.
Admission: Adults, $18;
seniors, military and ages
60 and older, $16; groups of
10 or more, $15; students,
$12; and children ages 5-12,
$8.
More info: www.american
illustration.org or call 8518949.
story behind the paintings or
how much work went into
them,” she said.
Rockwell could paint like the
old masters, and the Cutlers
show “The Runaway” to make
the point. The 1922 painting
shows a clown trying to cheer
up a young boy who ran away
from home to join the circus,
and apparently found out it was
not the adventure he thought it
would be.
“It shows the breadth of his
skill and experience,” Laurence
Cutler said. “The work was

Man sentenced
to death in five
arson murders
RIVERSIDE, Calif. (AP) — In
the pre-dawn darkness, the flames
ignited by an arsonist were taller
than a seven-story building and
hot enough to turn solid metal to
liquid.
Four young San Bernadino
National Forest firefighters and
their engine chief raced to the top
of a remote hillside high in the
San Jacinto Mountains and took
positions at an unoccupied house,
as winds of 40 mph swirled the
fire around them.
Minutes later, three were dead,
overrun by a blaze so intense that
a prosecutor would later say it
rolled like water over the hillside.
Another firefighter died that day
at a hospital, and another several days later.
Raymond Lee Oyler, captured
the day the last firefighter died,
was a serial arsonist bent on
destruction, “a man wanting to
be so important he unleashed disaster on five men,” a prosecutor
said at his trial.
On Friday, a judge sentenced
the 38-year-old former auto
mechanic to death for murdering
the five men: Jason McKay, 27;
Jess McLean, 27; Daniel HooverNajera, 20; Mark Loutzenhiser, 43,
and Pablo Cerda, 23.
Fire officials believe it is the
first death sentence ordered in
the United States for an arson
wildfire involving the deaths of
firefighters.
Relatives of the victims
addressed the court during the
sentencing hearing.

“The damage done to our family can never be repaired,” said
Josh McLean, brother of Jess
McLean. “He stole something
from us that he cannot repay. To
sit in the courtroom and watch
the defendant smile and wave to
his family, that’s something that
we no longer have the opportunity to do.”
Gloria Ayala, the mother of
Hoover-Najera, said she struggles
with her son’s death but has forgiven Oyler. She said she also
blames Oyler for hurting his own
family.
“Every day I wake up and every
day I think about Danny. His
room is still the same, everything
is the same. I shut the door the
day he died and I walk in there
every once in a while, I sleep in
his bed every once in a while,”
she said outside court after the
sentencing.
Oyler was also convicted of 20
counts of arson and 17 counts of
using an incendiary device for a
rash of blazes in the area that
year.
Testimony at trial gave a
glimpse into Oyler’s purported
motives. A girlfriend testified that
he told her he was setting fires to
regain custody of a child, hoping
relatives who had custody would
be blamed.
Days before the blaze, he spoke
to his second cousin of setting the
mountain on fire to free his dog,
which had been impounded at a
local animal shelter.

inspired by Rembrandt’s work.”
An ad for art supplies at the
time shows a photo of Rockwell
in his studio with a Rembrandt
print on the wall.
One of Rockwell’s iconic paintings from 1964, “The Problem We
All Live With,” shows a young
black girl, Ruby Bridges, being
escorted into school by four federal marshals, two in front of her
and two in back. A thrown tomato has splattered on the wall
behind her. Visitors to the exhibit
can view studies that led to the
composition of the painting.
The paintings and studies are
displayed throughout the museum on two floors, but many are
in a ground-floor Loggia gallery
that took two years to restore.
The 1898 Tiffany murals on the
upper walls and ceiling were
restored by staff from the Winterthur Museum in Delaware,
the University of Delaware and
the Sorbonne in Paris, Laurence Cutler said. The public
will be able to view the restoration for the first time.
On Friday, a visitor looked at
the murals and said, “It’s a miracle.” The man had visited the
museum about three years ago
and viewed the murals before
the restoration began, he said.
The Rockwell exhibit will be
on display in Newport until
Aug. 31.
Send reporter Sean Flynn e-mail
at Flynn@NewportRI.com.

Associated Press

Bouncer Alvin Lipsett of Fall River, Mass., checks tickets
recently outside Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel in Providence.

Edward T.Duranty

LOCAL WEATHER

Author of “NEWPORT” and
“WILFRED DEVIL’S DISCIPLE”
ANNOUNCES
Publication of his third novel

COASTAL RHODE ISLAND
Today, partly sunny in the
morning, then clearing. High
in the mid-60s. Tonight, clear.
Low in the mid-50s.
Sunday, sunny in the
morning, then becoming
partly sunny. High in the
lower 70s. Sunday night,
mostly cloudy. A chance of
showers. Low in the mid-50s.
Chance of rain 30 percent.

MARINE
Today, north winds 5-10
knots, becoming southwest in
the afternoon. Waves 1-2 feet.
Tonight, southwest winds 5-10
knots, becoming west after
midnight. Waves 1-2 feet.
Sunday, northwest winds
around 5 knots, becoming
west in the afternoon. Waves
1-2 feet. Sunday night,
southwest winds 5-10 knots,
diminishing to around 5 knots
after midnight. Waves 1-2
feet.

“In D.C., we don’t even license
bartenders,” Coburn said. “A lot
of people viewed it as a ploy for
government to charge another
$100 for a piece of stuff. That
might be one of the reasons why
the training is not considered.”
Sarah Huntley, spokeswoman
for the Boulder Police Department, said the city’s two bouncer training classes were paid for
by a grant; mandating the class
would become too expensive for
the city because no one locally
has the training expertise.
Providence has required
bouncers to register with the
city and wear ID badges since
1999, but officials say registration was difficult to enforce.
Alvin Lipsett, a 6-foot-4 doorman at Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel,
a popular concert venue in
downtown Providence, was one
of about 30 bouncers to attend
an October training session
with Smith.
“They pretty much taught us
that beating the crap out of
someone isn’t the answer when
you have a problem at your
club,” said Lipsett, who has
worked at Lupo’s for five years.
He said he would have no problem with the city’s proposed
ordinance, adding, “I think of
myself as more of a negotiator
than a bouncer.”
But Teddy Fulton, head
bouncer at Snookers Pool
Lounge in Providence, said that
he and the other bouncers have
registered with the city and that
paying $50 for a two-year license
with $25 renewal fee seems steep
for his laid-back sports bar.
“I understand why police
would want a name and face,”
Fulton said, “but there’s a difference between sports bars and
nightclubs. We all have bouncers, but for my guys to pay 50
bucks, it’s a little different.”
The ordinance is in committee and might go before the City
Council for a final vote next
week. But even for Lipsett, who
found the training helpful,
there’s still an element of resignation when it comes to drunken clubgoers.
“Ninety-nine out of 100 people are nice people. You just get
that one knucklehead that
drinks too much,” he said.
“There’s no cure for stupid.”

“SAMUEL OWENS THE PIG BOY”
Samuel Owens had the misfortune of being born with the facial
semblance of a pig. Throughout his life that uniqueness would make
him the focus of attention and recipient of relentless abuse. Born
and reared in Maine, he is erroneously inducted into the Navy.
Against all odds he graduates from Boot Camp and is ordered to
the USS GUNTER in Newport, RI. Injured he is admitted to the
Newport Hospital and medically separated from the service. Finding employment at a Newport
mansion. There, madness and insanity becomes his forte.
AVAILABLE AT:

“ISLAND BOOKS” 575 E.Main Rd., Middletown, RI (401-848-2665)
and Only RI 401-846-5006
Soon on Internet book outlets. Now at www.amazon.com
www.EdwardTDuranty.com
eeduranty@verizon.net

H20h, what a deal!
New Customer Introductory Offer*

EXTENDED
Monday, partly sunny. A
chance of showers in the
morning. High around 70.
Chance of rain 30 percent.
Monday night, mostly cloudy.
A chance of showers after
midnight. Low in the lower
50s. Chance of rain 40
percent.

TIDES
Sunday’s sunrise 5:12 a.m.,
sunset 8:18 p.m. High tides:
8:16 a.m. 8:37 p.m. Low tides:
149 a.m., 1:17 p.m.
Monday’s sunrise 5:12 a.m.,
sunset 8:19 p.m. High tides:
8:57 a.m., 9:16 p.m. Low tides:
3:04 a.m., 2:45 p.m.

Call and order 1 case (6 one-gallon bottles) of pure
Crystal Spring Water and get another case FREE!
That’s 12 Gallons for just $7.00,Delivered!
Leave the heavy lifting to us.
*New Customer only. Limit one free case
per household. No obligation required.

CALL 846-0916

