Vernon Court owners try
three-pronged strategy

By Janine Landry
Daily News staff
NEWPORT — Laurence and Judy Cutler’s lat-

est plan to win approval to open the |n]15:-:m'.'|i.f.t_-|l
MNational Museum of American Illustration in
their Bellevue Avenue mansion 1 ike mili-
‘.-{ll"_\.' strategy.

The couple have launched a three-pronged at
tack in hopes of realizing their ¢ to open
their collection of more than 2,000 Americar
paintings to the public. The collection includes
the the largest private holding of o al works
by Norman Rockwell, M: axfield Parrish and J.C.
Leyendecker.

m First there is the Cutlers’ appeal pending in
Superior Court of the June 1999 Zoning Board of
Review decision that struck down their plans to
open the museum in their home, \':-"m:nt‘nm't.
That appeal is pending in Superior Court. Al-
though the zoning board act
favor of the plan, state law requires spe
variances be approved by at least a 4-to-1 vote,

Several of the Cutlers’ neighbors had objected,
arguing that the proposed museum represented

-

encroaching commercialism in a residential
sighborhood. Some said the zoning code does
not allow a residence ina 11)"‘-’1‘L|H1 while others
lers” non-profit

questioned the status of the Cu
foundation

m In January the Cutlers submitted a new ap-
plication to the zoning bo: Ty d under the name of a
new non-profit arts orge ion, the American
Civ |l|!<l-\]UI'I Fou tion. This time around, the
Cutlers s hat they will not make Vernon Court
their permanent residence. Instead they will I"i\.."a
in the m: 1 only part-time and remain resi-
dents of shire to CONCerns
1.\'[1':111‘1*5.

answer

“ll-we um i mm 1|-:J
servingasa |l 1t mur.wlr ence. ['he new applica
tion also expands the couple’s original proposal
by an additional 1,200 square feet.

The zoning board Monday night continued the
new application until March 27 when a special
meeting date in April will be determined. Only
one lawyer appeared at the meeting to contest the
Cutlers’ new application, Mary Jo Carr, who rep
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s Bellevue Avenue resident

Jon 1 H. Pardee, Neither Carr
nor Pardee would comment on the
Cutlers’ application.

@ Then in February the Cutlers
turned to the City Council for help.

Their lawyer, Brian Bardorf, wrote a
letter 1g the council to change
the d ition of museum in the zon-
1 ince so that a museum
could mean a building or a portion of
Under Bardorf's propos-
house residen
tial facilities for museum staff.

At its Feb. 23 meeting. The council
voted tareceive the letter, which was
referr

Planning,
andt

al, a museum could

o the city's Department of
Zoning and Development
» Planning Board for review.
Mayor Richard C. Sardella,
upports the Cutlers’ museum
aid that the proper avenue
the couple’s proposal is the new
aj .'I|JII[ ation to the ![5]]Ill”hl}<‘ld
ence Cutler said he does not
thich of his three fronts will
1 victory, but he is confi-
lay he and his wife will
be able to open their museum. He
said he has heard from numerous
people from g l'L over th country who
Suppor
\ I1.|I+"u‘. one we 2 he.-!-.:iitl.
‘I've gotten letters from Colum-
bus, Ohio, from Florida, from Texas,
i gton state, from all over
he said. “Everybody
been wonderful. The lieutenant
governor sent me a letter the other
The president of RISD [Rhode Is-
1 School of Design] sent me a let-

B

The Cutlers’ 1 plans have
received national media attention,
including a write-up in the March is-
sue of ARTnews.

He said he gets requests regularly
from tourists who have heard about
the art collection n\ul want to see it.

. y L visitor from
at Vernon

Court's gate hoping to see the paint
ings but learned

d

museum had
not opened.

Laurence Cutler would
actly how much he has spent on legal
fees In his quest to open the museum
other than that the figure is in the
“tens and tens and tens of thousands
of dollars.”

“It is an absolute disgraceful
waste of money and the people that
are objecting to this are doing it in a
misguided and malicious way,” he
said.

“A lot of us feel that this whole
thing smacks of commercialism of
some kind,” said Bellevue Avenue
resident Ronald Dick. “We want
Bellevue Avenue as a residential
area.”
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